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There is something special about portable
operations.

I am not referring to the kind of activity that
requires elaborate towers, heavy equipment,
or complex installations, but rather that
simple and practical operation that allows a
radio amateur to reach a new location, set up a
station in a few minutes, and get on the air
using the available space.



For Mike Zane, one of those moments
occurred during a trip to Aruba in the early
1990s.
Mike brought with him a compact multiband
portable antenna system based on standard
Hustler coils and a lightweight mast setup
designed specifically for travel. The idea was
simple: to create an HF system that could fit
into a standard suitcase while still delivering
effective performance in real portable
operations.
The result was what Mike called the “Portable
Hustler.”
What made this project particularly
interesting was its simplicity. The antenna
used standard Hustler components with no
modifications to the coils. A short mast
section, a compact mount, a small length of
coaxial cable, and radials.

Made with ribbon type cable, they formed the
heart of the system. The entire setup could be
assembled quickly and adapted to balconies,
railings, or temporary installations.

According to Mike’s original notes, the antenna
could be easily secured using clamps, plastic ties,
wire, or even tape, depending on the situation.
The goal was not elegance, but portability and
functionality.
And it worked.
During his trip to Aruba, Mike operated using
the callsign P40Z and quickly discovered that a
QRP contest was taking place. While listening to
the stronger stations calling CQ, he decided to
reduce his power and participate using only five
watts.

“The callsign P40Z definitely added a few dB to
the signal.”

 — Mike Zane, N6ZW

Operating from the balcony shown in the
photographs, Mike used the portable system to
make contacts from the island, enjoying the
flexibility that only amateur radio can offer. The
compact setup proved especially useful in
temporary installations where space and
transportation were important factors.



The original antenna diagram, reproduced
from Mike’s files, reflects the practical
experimentation so familiar to many amateur
radio operators. The handwritten notes,
improvised modifications, and adjustments
born from field experience tell the story of a
system refined through real use rather than
theory.

The system used standard Hustler resonators
mounted on a portable mast, with ribbon
cable radials acting as a ground plane. The
design emphasized low weight, ease of
transport, and quick deployment while still
maintaining multiband capability.

One of the most ingenious aspects of the
system was its ability to be efficiently stored
inside a standard suitcase. Mike’s notes
mention how the Hustler coils were arranged 

around the remaining space, while the mast
sections and hardware occupied very little
room.
For traveling amateur radio operators, especially
in an era before modern ultralight HF
equipment, solutions like this represented the
creativity and ingenuity that have always
characterized amateur radio.
Today, decades later, the photographs and
diagrams continue to capture that same spirit:
an operator adapting to the environment,
experimenting with available materials, and
finding a way to get on the air from virtually
anywhere.
And perhaps that is exactly what makes the
“Portable Hustler” more than just an antenna
project.
It is a reminder that some of the best amateur
radio experiences begin with little more than a
suitcase, a few watts, and the willingness to try.



Main Features of the Antenna

Uses standard Hustler coils.
No modifications required on the coils.
Designed for multiband operation.
Compact enough to fit inside a suitcase.
Radial system made with ribbon type
cable.
Ideal for balconies and temporary
installations.
Lightweight and designed for portable
QRP operation.

One of the most ingenious aspects of the
system was its ability to be efficiently stored
inside a standard suitcase. Mike’s notes

In addition to the main features already
mentioned, the Portable Hustler offers a series
of technical and practical advantages that
make it an excellent option for the traveling
amateur radio operator:

Operational photographs from Aruba and the
original QSL card for P40Z associated with
Mike’s portable operations.
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