
The culmination of all the work and 
the combined efforts of all concerned 
came to fruition on 22 Aug 1993 when 
VK6RWR first went to air from its new 

home. Although about three weeks 
behind schedule, it has, with very little 
attention, proven to be a very reliable 
installation. Using the popular F6FBB 
V5.15 software package the remote 
SYSOP duties are undertaken by 
VK6YA, PA and BA ensuring the 
integrity and reliability of the database 
at all times. 

On Sunday, 10 October VK6YA, PA 
and AMD made the trip from Karratha 
and Wickham to Whim Creek 
repeater site to install the modified 
digipeater VK6RCA. As this site is 
solar powered the digi is CTCSS 
controlled to conserve battery power. 

The site for VK6RCA is on a hilltop 
8 km east of Whim Creek, 250 m 
above the surrounding countryside. It 

The equipment rack at VK6RWR. 

takes considerable stamina to make 
the trip to the top carrying radios, 
batteries and antennas, etc, and an 
early start was the order of the day. 
| am happy to say all OMs made it.in 
fine style. 

The antenna for RCA, designed 
and constructed by Richard VK6AMD, 

is a two element quad directed at Pt 
Hedland with the rear minor lobe 
optimised for a signal back to RWR 
at Cape Lambert. 

Trials conducted during the day 
have proven this arrangement to be 
quite satisfactory. 

Meanwhile, back at RWR, 
installation of the airconditioner unit 
proceeded along happily and all 
equipment is now maintained at a 
constant 28 degrees C. 

From inception in June it has taken 
approximately three months to 
complete the project and make all 
systems operational. 

The ARSNWA Inc would like to 
express its appreciation to all involved 

—— eee. 

with the project, especially those who 
have contributed so much of their 
time and equipment. Special thanks 
go to the WIA WA Division for their 
financial assistance, and to the 
Wickham Community Association, for 
their donation to the project. 

Special thanks must also go to the 
following:- Richard VK6AMD, 
Karratha; Michael VK6BHY, Dampier; 
lan VK6IH, Karratha; Dave VK6DLB, 
Dampier; Dave VK6YA, Pt Samson; 
Jim VK6CA, Perth; Malcolm VK6YDX, 
Wickham; Steve VK6PA, Karratha; 
Brian VK6AIH, Pt Hedland (digi 
through VK6RCA Whim Creek); and 
Bob VK6BA, Wickham. 
ARSNWA would also like to thank 

those non-amateurs who have 
contributed their expertise in the 
various disciplines required to bring 
this undertaking to a satisfactory 
conclusion. We may be a small group 
but we get the job done. 

*PO Box 20 Wickham WA 6720 
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HM Antennas 

Tuning the TH3-JR 
Antenna 
Alex Stuart VK2ALX* 

| first sought advice concerning the 
tuning of my TH3-JR antenna from Hy 
Gain USA in about 1987. | was 
promptly sent a 16 page Beam 
Antenna Trouble Shooting Guide. | 
have had very recent corres- 
pondence, August/September 1993, 
and discussion with Telex which 
appears to have incorporated Hy 
Gain. 

Trap Resonant Frequencies 
TH3-JR 

Resonant frequencies of traps from 
my own GDO tests are :- 
10 m Director 27.6 MHz 

10 m Driven Element 26.6 MHz 

10 m Reflector 27.2 MHz 

15 m Driven Element 20.6 MHz 

15 m Director/Reflector 20.3 MHz 

These frequencies are higher by 
some megahertz, compared with the 

frequencies listed in the Hy Gain 
Guide. A number of amateurs have 
also found the trap frequencies 
considerably higher than the Guide 
figures. Telex has now advised that 
“the readings you took with your 
GDO are normal and the traps do not 
require adjustment” and further “we 
will change the guidelines to reflect 
accurate readings.” 

Physical Dimensions of the 
TH3-JR 

Telex has advised that in regard to 
the beam’s dimensions “‘the distance 
should be 72 inches from the outside 

of the boom for the reflector and 

director. The driven element will be 

more like 72 5/8 inches due to the 

insulator.’ 

“The ‘C’ dimension should be 34 
1/2 inches for phone and CW. | know 
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it looks odd but the overall 

dimensions for the driven element 

(excluding traps) work out to be 
129.75 inches for phone and 134 
inches for CW.’ 

Comments 

The long standing problem of the 

TH3-JR antenna trap frequencies 

now seems to be sorted out along 
with the inside or outside of the boom 
dimension matter previously 
discussed in Amateur Radio. Telex’s 
proposed revision of the Guide will 
hopefully detail the recommended 
trap frequencies. 

*10 Wanganella Street Balgowlah Heights NSW 2093 
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—@ People in Amateur Radio 

Profile of VA2GW 
D Reynolds VK2ANW* tells about a well known “old timer” 

Lyell Woolnough VK2GW, the son 
of a Professor of Geology was born 
at Lewisham on 10 March 1906 and, 
from an early age, took an active 
interest in radio communication. 

During 1922 he accompanied his 
father on an expedition into Central 
Australia. In order to keep in touch 
with VIA Adelaide on 500 kHz, the 
army deployed a 1/2 kW_ spark 
transmitter under the control of a Lt 
Vic Bowen. The equipment, including 

generators, required two heavy 
vehicles for transportation. 

The experience and enthusiasm 
gained on this trip, plus the expert 
tuition from Lt Bowen, enabled Lyell 
to obtain his licence in 1923 at the 
age of 17. 

After schooling at Killara, Perth and 
Shore, he graduated in Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineering at Sydney 
University. 

His first position was with the 

railway electrical branch until 1951 
when it was taken over by the 
electricity commission. He was in 
power stations all his working life 
being Supt of Ultimo, Lithgow, and 
White Bay stations from where he 
retired. 

Honorary positions held over the 
years include:- 
Vice President WIA in the early 
1950s, Committee member WIA, 
Chairman NSW branch Institute of 
Engineers, and Amateur Advisory 
Committee PMG. 

All of his early equipment was 
home brew, but after WW2 he 
purchased and modified various 
types of military disposal sets. He 
won several CW awards, and at the 
entrance of his hallway proudly hangs 
a traditional Japanese painting, won 
in such a contest. Over the years he 
has kept up his technical interest, and 
at 87 grows a few orchids, enjoys golf 

when able and monitors the bands on 
occasions. 

At the time of writing, Lyell is in 
RNS Hospital being treated for a 
recent illness. We wish him a speedy 
recovery. 

*9 Arterial Road Killara NSW 2971 
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Help stamp 
out stolen 
equipment 
— always 
include the 

seriall 

number of 

your 
equipment 

in your 
Hamad. 
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